DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Darien, Connecticut


DATE:

October 20, 2010
TO:

Stephen Falcone, Superintendent
FROM:
Judith Pandolfo, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education



Dale Wagner, Idea Coordinator

RE:

Idea Identification with the OLSAT


Over the past few years, all students in grades 2 and 4 have been tested using the Otis-Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT).  At these grade levels, the OLSAT is used as a universal assessment to capture students who perform at the gifted level (9th stanine) whether or not they were recommended for the program.  
The purpose of this memo is to recommend that the grade levels for OLSAT testing be moved from grades 2 and 4 to grades 3 and 5.  The rationale for this request is outlined below.  It was developed by the Idea team of teachers under the guidance of Dale Wagner.

Change Grade 2 to 3

The testing of second graders using the OLSAT has come under question for a few reasons:

a) The results often do not correspond to children’s actual performance in school and this raises concerns for many parents.  
b) The test relies heavily on auditory processing since it is read to the students by the teacher in its entirety.  We believe this may explain why there is sometimes a lack of correspondence between test results and a child’s performance in school. 
c) Second graders are less ready for a timed, standardized test than older students; some second graders become upset during the OLSAT testing period.

d) Since the OLSAT was implemented as part of the identification process, an average of 10 students are identified in grade 4 that were not identified in grade 2.

Further, we believe that the 3rd grade OLSAT exam is more reasonable as a universal assessment for the following reasons:

a) Third grade students are more ready to take a timed, standardized test.   They are more mature in their critical thinking skills and have had more experience with multiple choice items.

b) The 3rd grade OLSAT requires students to read the test items.  Text directions provide a visual support to help students figure out the task requested by each item that is not present when the teacher reads the directions. 
c) On average, there are 10 students who receive 9th stanine scores on the OLSAT in grade 4 who do not receive a 9th sanine score in grade 2.

d) Finally, there are a range of important skills that are assessed at grade 3 that are not covered in grade 2. 

a. Verbal Comprehension :  Antonyms, Sentence Completion, Sentence Arrangement, Word/letter matrix
b. Verbal Reasoning:  Logical Selection, Verbal analogies, Verbal classification
c. Nonverbal:  Quantitative reasoning

Based upon this information, we recommend that universal screening for Idea using the OLSAT be moved from grade 2 to grade 3.  We will continue to use the OLSAT to assess students in grade 2 who are recommended for the Idea program.
Change Grade 4 to 5

With the move of universal screening for the gifted program from grade 2 to 3, we also recommend that 5th graders are assessed rather than 4th graders for the following reasons:

a) For universal screening purposes, it is more appropriate to skip a year between administrations of the OLSAT rather than testing two years in a row.

b) Results of the OLSAT can provide more current information to the middle school to determine their learning strengths and needs before the move to grade 6.

We will continue to use the OLSAT to assess students in grade 4 who are recommended for the Idea program.

In order to facilitate this change in grade level assessment, the process would be implemented over a three year cycle:


2010-11
Grade 3 and 4


2011-12
Grade 3 only


2012-13
Grade 3 and 5

In this way, all students will have the opportunity to be screened for the Idea Program and, in the end, the revised grade level results should be more reliable.  Please note that there will be no change in the cost of this assessment program except for 2011-12 when it will be administered to only 1 grade level.
At the request of the Curriculum Committee, I have included a chart of Idea enrollment figures for the past 5 years.
	Grade
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009
	2009-2010
	2010-2011

	1
	3
	7
	10
	3
	Fall referrals

	2
	18
	5
	11
	15
	5

	3
	36
	40
	31
	25
	27

	4
	43
	38
	49
	35
	25

	5
	72
	48
	48
	59
	42

	6
	84
	70
	48
	48
	61

	7
	59
	76
	66
	41
	48

	8
	82
	54
	70
	64
	44

	9
	26
	24
	20
	21
	15

	Total
	423
	362
	353
	311
	267


The Idea student population in 2006 was 13% of the school population.  Currently, it is about 9% of the population, close to the anticipated percentile of 5 to 8%.

